
For my Response to Karla Dickens’ work Assimilated Warriors, I photographed my friend, an 

Aboriginal Australian, wearing flowers to create a piece that would tie in and create a conversation 

with Dickens’ work. 

The flowers in the model’s hair are Tasmanian natives collected from kanaluka/Tamar River, from 

the site where the pannarlapannaa nation got their fresh water. I chose these flowers for their 

colouring and to compliment the materials used by Dickens. Pink representing love, yellow 

representing optimism and fear, orange representing determination and freedom, white 

representing empowerment and green representing safety and healing. 

I chose these flowers to represent the Aboriginal community before they became assimilated and 

their feelings in the aftermath, which are still being rebuilt upon. When asking my model if she, as a 

young Aboriginal, felt she had a voice to speak out for her rights, she responded, “I feel like I have 

more opportunities than those of the past to speak out, but I do not feel as if it is making a 

difference [to white Australians].” This rings true to Dickens’ experiences as a queer, female 

Aboriginal. She uses her art to embrace her identity and to construct a narrative around what her life 

is like as an Aboriginal Australian. 

The only flowers that are not native are the blue forget-me-nots. I included these flowers because of 

their namesake and origin, the blue also representing the power that was taken from Aboriginals 

and held by invaders. The flowers were introduced to the area by English settlers, becoming a weed 

in the Tasmanian environment, spreading, and taking up space where the Tasmanian native flowers 

should be. I used them as a representation and reminder of what happened to the first nation 

Australians, as well as a metaphor for when Australia was invaded, colonisers taking over the land 

and pushing the original owners out, which relates back to their assimilation.  

During the 1960’s in the years prior to Dicken’s birth and the Australian Referendum that inspired 

her work, flowers were handed out at peaceful protests across the world, the movement known as 

“flower power,” flowers becoming a symbol of passive resistance. For years, Aboriginal Australians 

have been protesting for their rights as the original owners of the land. 

The roots that are being held in the photograph represent the upturned roots of the First Nation’s 

lives and the connection they hold to the land of Australia, running deep like roots.  

The black of the background and t-shirt represents the anger and sadness felt by the Aboriginal 

community and the power they are fighting to take back. 

Dickens’ used masks in her work Assimilated Warriors to show the Aboriginal community being 

forced to suppress their culture, but also conveying power by using the mask as armour of 

protection. 

The arrangement of flowers I created shows both pain and power experienced by Aboriginals. It 

shows the proudness of wearing the history of their elders, but also carrying the pain that emerging 

generations face today because of their assimilation. 


